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these words: "For eighty years, I have worshipped my God ac-
cording to the religion of my forefathers. Why should I change it
at this time and why should I, merely from fear of my life, and
without understanding it adopt your way of worship?" Nasir-ul-
Mulk replied, in the words of Abul Fazl, "with the tongue of his
sword." There is no record of the treatment meted out to other
members of the family, but it may not be wrong to presume that
they too were put to death in a similar manner. The heavily forti-
fied village was plundered to its very bones and left drenched in
the blood of hundreds of innocent men, women and children. Both.
Bairam and Akbar were pleased with the performance of Pir
Muhammad, and decorated him profusely when'he returned to
Delhi.

On 7 December 1556, Akbar left Delhi for Punjab. Mahdi
Qasim Khan, a veteran soldier, was left in charge of the capital.
The expeditionary force pressed on with a sense of urgency. The
news was disquieting inasmuch as several tribal chiefs were reported
to have made common cause with Sikandar. On the way, the news
came from Lahore that the wife* of Bairam Khan had given birth
to a son, and that he had been named Abdur Rahim. Akbar held
a grand feast to celebrate the occasion, at which he presented his
guardian tutor with a head-to-foot dress embroidered in gold.
The camp astrologers pronounced the birth to be a lucky omen,
and told Bairam that the child was destinedto achieve greatness
as a warrior statesman.

When the royal party reached Jullunder, information came that
Sikandar had once again fled to the hills, and that he had taken
refuge in the fortress of Mankot. This fort, built by Islam Shah
Sur at the time when he had marched out to subjugate the Gakkar
tribes, was a complex of four castles constructed at the crest of
four hills, and was considered to be impregnable. Bairam Khan,
however, moved quickly and laid siege, and asked the garrison to
surrender. Sikander resisted stoutly, and the siege dragged on for
six months before he offered to lay down arms. The keys of the
fort were surrendered to Mughal officers on 24 May 1557. Akbar

*Thts wife of Bairam Khan was of the family of the Khans of Mewat
When Humayun was in Delhi, a big landlord of Mewat, Khan Jamal,
came to pay homage to him. He had two beautiful daughters. Humayun
married the elder and gave the younger one to Bairam Khan.